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activity of the population, however, are evident from the railroad map.
The Alps, to be sure, form a band of light shading there, but the low-
land, where most of the Swiss live, has about as many railroads as any
part of the world. Moreover, the Alps themselves are repeatedly crossed
by railroads which penetrate under them in long tunnels. The great
activity and prosperity thus indicated became especially impressive when
one notes that even in the midst of the Alps the density of the railway
net is much greater than in the open plains of Russia.
Germany
Measured by the number of people old Germany, as it was before the
Second World War, was one of the world's largest countries—almost half
as large as Russia. Measured by area, however, Germany is a small place
—about one thirtieth the size of Soviet Russia and one tenth the size of
the United States. This older "German" Germany has three main
parts: (1) the high Alps, occupying a small area in the south; (2)
a series of relatively old mountains of moderate height and rather
gentle slope extending north beyond the middle of the country; and
(3) a broad northern plain. From the Alps the land descends sharply
to a height of 2,000 or 3,000 feet or less, where a confused mass of old
mountains begins. On the west the so-called Rhine Graben is a lowland
where a long narrow block of the earth's crust has fallen inward, giving
rise in due time to a valley nearly 200 miles long but only 10 or 20 miles
wide. East of the Graben the Black Forest, 5,000 feet high in places, runs
northward, separating the Neckar and Danube basins from that of the
Rhine. ^North and east of this many other, smaller mountain ranges
kept the people apart in former days, although now both railroads (A568)
and motor roads are, so common everywhere that the old isolation has
largely disappeared. The most conspicuous division arising from the
mountains is the diamond-shaped area of old Bohemia, the Czech part of
the former country of Czechoslovakia. One of the new Germany's great-
est troubles has been that the people in separate units such as Austria,
Bavaria, and Bohemia have different ideas, and some of them, for example
the Bohemians, differ from the Germans in race and language.
North of the old central mountains the German plain with an average
width of about 150 miles is fairly level at first, but farther north consists
of rough glacial moraines covered with pine forests and studded with
many lakes. The section of the German people which has been able to
spread out and unite the others into a single country has been the
Prussians, who lived in the eastern part of the plain. The ease with which
they could travel across the plain probably helped them to become
dominant.

